ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
the thought of that country), in favour of Prussia, and in reaction
against Catholicism generally—a feeling strong enough for their
philosophical leanings to effect their foreign policy. It was not
till May 1756 that a definite alliance between France and Austria
was made, and then it was a weak one, the French promising only
24,000 men—and only then in case of Prussian aggression. But
this "diplomatic revolution" (as it was called) was enough;
within three weeks England had declared war against France.
In August 1756 Frederick suddenly and without warning
invaded Saxony and arbitrarily seized its armed forces, adding
them to his own—an act which set fire to all Europe.
Even so, the French delayed through the winter, and it was
not till the following spring, the month of May 1757, that
France and Austria formed a serious and strong alliance with
the outspoken purpose of "having done with the Prussian
menace," and the French were pledged to raise immediately
100,000 men for that purpose. But meanwhile the war seemed
to open favourably for the French power. Minorca, which the
former treaties had given to England, an island whose magni-
ficent harbour of Port Mahon dominated the western Mediter-
ranean, was invaded by the French and the English governor
there besieged. Admiral Byng, going to relieve it, got his fleet
entangled and his first ships badly mauled, and, having been
unable to continue with the inferior remnant, retired. Minorca
was lost to England, and Byng was shot for cowardice and
treason—sacrificed to unjust popular clamour; it is noteworthy
that Pitt did what he could to save him. Again, after the
Prussian act of brigandage against Saxony Frederick, inarching
against the armies of Maria Theresa, was badly defeated at
Kolin, in Bohemia, while in the western Germanics the French
armies pushed the Duke of Cumberland up against the estuary
of the Elbe and compelled him to surrender with his German
troops in the Capitulation of Klosterseven.
Here the French committed another blunder. They allowed
the defeated troops to go free. They did not march straight,
as they should have done, against Berlin. The English Govern-
ment refused to accept the capitulation, and the Hanoverians
were again free to act. After this the tide of war turned. At
Rossbach (November 5, 1757) 24,000 French, acting with a
mixed body of 31,000 Germans drawn from separate smaller
districts of the Empire, were wholly defeated by Frederick of
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